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Theme Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication and 

Language 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the 

World 

Physical Development Expressive Arts  

and design 

Autumn 1 
 

Super Me, 

Super You. 

 

(Ourselves & 

People Who 

Help Us) 

 

30-50 m onwards 

Forming good 

relationships and 

including others in 

play i.e. sharing 

Selecting own 

resources 

Communicating 

with peers and 

listening 

Aware of 

boundaries 

Try new activities 

30-50m onwards 

Can show some listening 

skills 

Follow simple 

instructions 

Understands the uses of 

the equipment 

Can talk about what has 

happened 

30-50m onwards 

Rhythmic and 

rhyming activities 

Looking at books 

and joining in with 

refrains 

Suggests how 

story might end 

Listens to stories 

with increasing 

attention/recall 

Making marks for 

meaning 

30-50m onwards 

Use number in play 

Recognises numbers up 

to 5 and can count out 

the right number of 

objects/actions 

Uses shapes in 

pictures/play 

Beginning to talk about 

the shape of everyday 

objects 

Beginning to name and 

describe 2d/3d shapes 

30-50m onwards 

Shows an interest in the 

lives of familiar people 

Knows what makes them 

similar and unique 

Comments about what 

they have 

seen/discovered in the 

world 

Investigates 

toys/objects that use 

ICT or have moving 

parts 

Shows interest in 

different occupations/ 

ways of life 

30-50m onwards 

Moves freely in range 

of ways using suitable 

spaces and speed 

Observes effects of 

activity 

Draws lines and circles 

Holding a pencil 

between thumb and two 

fingers, good control 

Understands their own 

needs 

hunger/toilet/personal 

hygiene 

Dresses with support 

Knows equipment needs 

to be used safely 

30-50m onwards 

Joins in with 

dancing, ring games, 

songs 

Moves rhythmically 

and creates 

movement in 

response to music 

Variety construction 

materials 

Construct – 

stacking, creating 

enclosures, joining 

Using simple tools 

Familiar role play  

Creates props for 

role-play 

Autumn 2 

 

Let’s 

Celebrate! 

 

(Festivals 

and 

celebrations) 

 

Explains their own 

knowledge and 

asks questions. 

Takes on 

responsibility. 

Confident in 

different social 

situations 

Aware of others 

feelings 

Solving their own 

problems 

Working as a group 

Listens with more 

interest and responds to 

stories with refrains. 

Can describe where 

something is with 

prepositions 

Follows 2 step 

instructions 

Using and because in 

sentences. 

Use language to support 

role play. 

Being aware of 

alliteration- initial 

sounds- rhyming 

string 

Aware of the 

structure of 

stories 

Recognising 

familiar words 

Blending sounds 

Beginning to read 

words/ simple 

sentences 

Matching objects to 

numerals (10) 

Starts to represent 

numbers 

Counting up to 10 and 

beyond 

Counting up to 10 

objects 

Using positional 

language 

Uses shape in 

construction 

Creates patterns 

Recognises and 

describes special events 

and joining in with them 

They understand 

differences in different 

families 

Talks about how/why 

things happen/work 

Knows how to use simple 

equipment 

Uses age appropriate 

software. 

Care concern for living 

things and environment 

Enjoys joining in with 

family customs and 

routines. 

Experiments with 

different ways of 

moving 

Negotiates space 

successfully  

Uses scissors and 

other tools safely  

Show a dominant hand 

Makes anticlockwise 

movement/vertical line 

Begins to form 

recognisable letters 

Understands the need 

for varied and healthy 

food 

 

 

Exploring mixing 

colour/texture to 

make pictures 

Sounds of 

instruments 

Joining in with a 

wider variety of 

role play 

Creates simple 

representations of 

events, people and 

objects 

Initiates 

combinations of 

movement and 

gesture to express 

and respond… 
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Spring 1 

 

Once Upon a 

Time.  

 

(Traditional 

Tales) 

Finds compromise 

with peers 

Confident to speak 

about their own 

needs/opinions 

Speak in familiar 

group 

Understands their 

actions on others 

Talk about their 

ideas 

Can sit quietly during an 

activity 

Can listen and then 

complete an activity. 

Understands some 

humour 

Asking questions 

Uses different tenses 

Extends vocabulary and 

uses new vocabulary in 

role play. 

Predicting stories 

Describing 

different 

elements in 

stories 

Rhyming string 

Uses storylines in 

role play 

Uses phonics to 

decode 

Writing own name 

and captions 

Starts to find totals 

by combining 

One more/one less up 

to 5 then 10 

Records work with 

their marks 

Describes shapes2D 

and 3D 

Orders items by 

length/weight/capacity 

Orders time sequence 

Estimating 

Knows that information 

can be retrieved from 

computers 

Completes a simple 

program on the 

computer. 

Looks closely at 

similarities, 

differences, patterns 

and change. 

Can stand on one foot 

Can catch a ball 

Can write some letters 

and copy their name 

Experiments moving in 

different ways on 

equipment and jumps 

landing safely 

Manages own risk 

assessment. 

Helps to put away 

equipment correctly 

Repeated rhythms 

Learning a wider 

variety of songs/ 

dances 

Constructing with 

purpose 

Expressive in 

art/drama/dance 

Selects appropriate 

resources and 

adapts work 

Chooses colour 

Spring 2 

 

Journeys 

 

(Transport 

and Space) 

  

 

WT ELGs 

Taking turns 

Expressing 

preference of 

activity with 

reasoning 

Talk about how 

they and others 

show feelings 

Knowing that some 

behaviour is 

unacceptable. 

WT ELGs 

Listening attentively in 

different situations. 

Able to follow a story 

without pictures or 

props. 

Uses intonation 

Links statements in an 

organised way.  

Follow instructions 

involving several ideas or 

actions. 

WT ELGs 

Using information 

books 

Reading and 

understanding 

simple sentences 

Use phonics to 

decode and read 

aloud 

Write simple 

sentences using 

phonics 

WT ELGs 

Use vocab for 

add/subtract 

More/fewer language 

Counting up to 20 

Ordering numbers to 

20 

Use time and money 

language  

Recognise, create, 

describe Patterns 

WT ELGs 

Understands that 

children don’t always 

enjoy the same thing 

Understands that 

technology is all around 

us 

Know about similarities 

and differences 

between themselves and 

others, communities, 

traditions 

 

WT ELGs 

Demonstrates 

increasing control over 

objects 

Used tools to change to 

materials 

Moving confidently 

Uses safety measures 

without direct 

supervision 

Manage basic hygiene 

and personal needs – 

dressing/toilet 

WT ELGs 

Manipulate 

materials to achieve 

planned effect 

Selecting a wider 

range of tools 

Introducing 

storylines to their 

role play 

Plays cooperatively 

to act narrative 

Selects tools and 

techniques 

Summer 1 

 

It’s Growing! 

 

(Plants and 

creatures) 

Include others 

ideas in their 

activity. 

Can say when they 

need or don’t need 

help. 

Adjust their 

behaviour to 

different 

situations and can 

Listens o stories and 

responds appropriately. 

Listens and responds to 

peers ideas 

Listen to more complex 

instructions 

Able to express 

themselves being aware 

of the listener 

Answer how and why 

questions 

Demonstrating 

understanding of 

what they have 

read 

Writing irregular 

common words 

Writing sentences 

that they and 

others can read 

Using mathematical 

language to create and 

solve mathematical 

problems 

One more one less 

without apparatus 

Single-digit numbers 

they Add /subtract – 

counting on/ 

backwards 

Know about 

similarities/differences 

with 

environments/materials 

/living things/places 

Understands growth and 

decay 

Shows a concern for the 

living things 

Good control and co-

ordination in large and 

small movement 

Understand the 

importance for good 

health of physical 

exercise, healthy diet 

and talks about 

different ways to keep 

healthy and safe 

Safely use and 

explore materials, 

tools, techniques, 

experimenting with 

colour, design, 

texture, form and 

function. 

Represent own ideas 

through dt, art, 

music, dance, role 

play, stories 
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adapt with a new 

routine. 

Everyday language talk 

about size, weight, 

capacity, etc. 

Looks at patterns and 

change in the 

environment 

 

Summer 2 

 

 

Demonstrate 

sensitivity to 

other children and 

form positive 

relationships with 

other children.  

Responds appropriately 

to different situations 

Using tense correctly  

Create their own 

narrative.  

Writing more 

sentences using 

phonetically 

plausible and 

knowing using 

some high 

frequency words 

Solve problems inc 

doubling, halving, 

sharing 

Mathematical language 

to describe objects 

and shapes 

Make observation of 

animals and plants and 

explain why some 

differences have 

occurred 

Select and use 

technology for purpose 

Handle equipment and 

tools effectively 

including pencils for 

writing 

Children creating 

their own songs and 

adding their own 

music 

Creating their own 

art pieces and 

explaining them 

 

All children to be moved on towards Early Learning Goal and then exceeding statements when appropriate. 

 

Autumn 1 
 

Super Me, Super You. 

(Ourselves & People Who 

Help Us) 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Let’s 

Celebrate and The 

Gruffalo  

(Festivals and celebrations) 

 

Spring 1 

 

Once Upon a Time 

 

(Traditional Tales) 

Spring 2 

 

Journeys 

 

(Transport and Space) 

 

Summer 1 

 

It’s Growing! 

 

(Plants and creatures) 

Summer 2 

 

Safari  

(Animals and habitats)  

 

 Talking about 

ourselves. What do 

I look like, what is 

my name, how am I 

feeling, my family, 

what do I like 

 The Gruffalo- 

learning and story 

mapping the story. 

 Den making 

 Fireworks night 

 Harvest 

 Diwali  

 Christmas 

 Fairytales: The 

Three Little Pigs, 

Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears.  

 Story mapping and 

learning the 

stories 

 Writing alternative 

versions 

 Types of transport  

 Aliens love 

Underpants  

 Journeys we can go 

on 

 Local walk 

 Road safety 

 Junk modelling  

 Plants and animals  

 Jack and the 

beanstalk 

 Lifecycles  

  

 

 Animals 

 Habitats 

 Places around the 

world 

 Trip to Paradise 

Wildlife park  

 Class assembly  
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 Looking at 

different jobs and 

how people in 

these jobs help us 

 Firefighters, 

doctors and 

nurses, police etc.  

 Charlie the fire 

fighter story  

   The grumpy 

crocodile  

 

 


